Augusta University Health employee
thanks MICU staff for life-saving care
after COVID diagnosis
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AUGUSTA, Ga. (June 23, 2022) – When Darrell Stone woke up, he didn't know what day it was
or how long he'd been in Augusta University Health's Intensive Care Unit.
All he knew was he had a brand new beard, and his doctors were talking about Thanksgiving.
"Everything was a blur," said Stone. Scott was diagnosed with Covid-19 on Oct. 23. When he
found out, he tried to get an infusion of monoclonal antibodies, but doctors said at that time his
oxygen levels were too low.
The next day the 21-year MRI Radiology Registration Specialist at AU Health was back in the
hospital, but not at his regular post. This time, he was intubated and put in a medically induced
coma.
"It was bad, it was definitely serious and I don't take it for granted," said Stone.
Stone stayed in the MICU for almost two months. His nurses say he was one of many patients
admitted to the ICU during one of the final surges of the pandemic. He was in and out of
consciousness for most of that time, not knowing where he was or how his body was holding up.
Stone, who has been in a wheelchair since he was six years old due to a car accident, knew he
was at a higher risk to see stronger symptoms of the virus. His nurses looked on, knowing one
of their own was fighting for his life.
"I can remember he had a corner room, he was on a wheelchair, and we were told he was an
AU Health employee," said Jaymark Lambino, charge nurse in AU Health's MICU.
Stone would stay in the MICU for two months. Lambino and other nurses on the 4th floor of the
hospital's main building say his road to recovery would be hard, like many other patients they've
seen come into the ICU.

It would be months until he was strong enough to go to work, and still feels the effects of
hospitalization to this day.
"I lost all my strength. Before, I was very independent, now I'm more dependent," said Stone.
"It's tough, but it's gotten much, much better."
Then on June 6, he decided to make a trip to the 4th floor of AU Health, back to where he spent
two long months, to thank the staff for their dedication towards his care.
Stone said working in a hospital, you grow accustomed to seeing people pass away. The ones
who get better eventually leave the hospital, but the nurses who care for them never get to see
them again.
He wanted to change that.
"The ones that took care of me that remembered me they said, 'I'm so glad to see you!'" said
Stone.
A trip nurses said former patients rarely make.
"I saw him and he looked at the board and I said, 'What do you need, sir?', because he was
wearing a jacket. Then he said I was here before," said Lambino.
The nurses who see patient after patient come in and out, with little knowledge of what happens
once they leave the unit, were appreciative of Stone's surprise visit.
"It puts a lot of wind in our sails," says Micheal Ingalls, an AU Health charge nurse. "There are a
lot of times when you know we're very demoralized with all our hard efforts and, despite it,
watching people expire. Even a picture was good news for us."
Stone says he's not fully recovered yet, but he's getting there. He's just happy to be able to work
with the best, and has a new appreciation to his work and the care of others.
"It's an extended family. I spend so much time here and so many years, but I'm in the best
care," said Stone. "I never take anything for granted, and feel I can relate more to patients and
they realize we're human too."
###
AU Health is Georgia’s only public academic health center, where world-class clinicians are bringing
the medicine of tomorrow to patient care today. As the primary teaching affiliate of the Medical
College of Georgia, AU Health provides the most comprehensive routine-to-complex care at AU
Medical Center, which houses the region’s only Level 1 trauma center, as well as Children’s Hospital
of Georgia, historic Roosevelt warm Springs Rehabilitation and Specialty Hospitals, Georgia War
Veterans Nursing Home, and more than 100 primary and specialty care clinics across the state.
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