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The American Cancer Society, Winship Cancer Institute of Emory
University Partner to Accelerate Cancer Research in Georgia

Support will be provided by a $6 million, three-year grant from the Robert W. Woodruff
Foundation

ATLANTA, March 14, 2023: The American Cancer Society (ACS), in partnership with Winship
Cancer Institute of Emory University (Winship), announced a new project that aims to
significantly accelerate cancer research and improve patient outcomes.

Supported by a generous $6 Million, three-year grant from the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation,
a cloud-based technical infrastructure is being built to connect Winship’s expert researchers
with ACS Population Science researchers and relevant biospecimens and data within their
premier Cancer Prevention Studies (CPS) cohorts. Combined, CPS-II and CPS-3 include over
1.5 million participants with over 400,000 biologic samples, such as blood, buccal cells, saliva,
stool, and tumor tissue, and support improved understanding of cancer risk and outcomes and
quality of life after a cancer diagnosis.

The Winship team will help maximize the value of the CPS resources by contributing specific
expertise in core pathology and bioinformatics. This partnership is the first of its kind both for
ACS and for Winship, and through this model, would significantly increase the number of
Atlanta-based investigators across different disciplines who can use these resources for
scientific advancement, all of which will target improved cancer outcomes and/or quality of life
after a cancer diagnosis, as well as expanded methods of cancer prevention and early
detection.

“These CPS cohorts have been instrumental in advancing our understanding of cancer
prevention and improving outcomes after a cancer diagnosis, said Dr. Alpa Patel, senior vice
president of Population Science for ACS and the principal investigator of the CPS-Il and CPS-3.
This partnership offers us a tremendous opportunity to amplify and accelerate the scientific
discoveries that will come out of these cohorts in the future.”

By the completion of the three-year project period, ACS will have successfully built its data
pipeline and engaged Winship experts in research using its CPS cohort data and specimens
through ten new collaborative pilot projects. Through this partnership, both institutions will have
increased resources and research capacity, attracted new talent, and created new opportunities
for future joint research funding opportunities.

“This partnership is certainly among our most exciting and innovative,” said Dr. William L.
Dahut, Chief Scientific Officer at the American Cancer Society. “We are deeply grateful to the
Woodruff Foundation for supporting this work that will significantly accelerate cancer research in
Atlanta.”
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“We at Winship Cancer Institute are excited to partner with the American Cancer Society and
are grateful for the generous support from the Woodruff Foundation,” said Dr. Suresh
Ramalingam, executive director of Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University. “Through this
collaboration, our teams will gain new insight into how cancer impacts our communities and how
we can help more people live longer, healthier, cancer-free lives.”

About the American Cancer Society

The American Cancer Society is a leading cancer-fighting organization with a vision to end
cancer as we know it, for everyone. For more than 100 years, we have been improving the lives
of people with cancer and their families as the only organization combating cancer through
advocacy, research, and patient support. We are committed to ensuring everyone has an
opportunity to prevent, detect, treat, and survive cancer. To learn more, visit cancer.org or call
our 24/7 helpline at 1-800-227-2345. Connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

About Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University

Winship Cancer Institute of Emory University is dedicated to discovering cures for cancer and
inspiring hope. As Georgia’s only National Cancer Institute-designated Comprehensive Cancer
Center, Winship researches, teaches, disseminates and provides novel and highly effective
ways to prevent, detect, diagnose, treat and survive cancer. For more information, visit
winshipcancer.emory.edu.
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